IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). Please AMEND claims 1 -7 and 1 1 -1 3 in accordance 
with the following: 



1. (currently amended) A processing system, comprising: 

a storing device storing a plurality of meml^ership conditions of the-a_plurality of 
services in a membership qualification system : 

a receiving device receiving from a usefr a request to present an available 
membership service for the user: 

a selecting device comparing, amofig the plurality of membership conditions, a 
first membership condition of a current service of which a -the user has become a member with a 
second membership condition of a- at least one service of which the user has not become a 
member in response to the reguest, and selecting a- an eligible service of which the user can 
become a member; and 

a presenting device presenting information to the user about the eligible service 
of which the user can become a membe r to th e us e r . 



2. (currently amended) The/processir 



System as set forth in claim 1 , wherein when the 



user is a member of at least two services, said^sel^cting device totals membership conditions of 
the at least two services using anyAND operatipff and compares a totaled membership condition 
with the second membership condition of the service of which the user has not become the-a 
member. 



3. (currently amended) The processing system as set forth in claim 2, 

further comp/ising[[:]] a registering device registering common certificate informa- 
tion that is in common with/the at least two services^^d-a 

wherein said receiving device r e c e iv i ng receives certificate information of the 

user, and 



wherein A when the certificate information of the user corresponds to the^eommon 
certificate information, said selecting device obtains the membership conditions ofJtKe at least 
two services based on the certificate information of the user. 




4. (currently amended) A processing system, comprising: 

a storing device storing identification information of a firstf service in a 
membership qualification system as qualification criterion informati9n for qualifying membership 
of a second service in the membership qualification system ; 

a receiving device receiving information of a usefr for whom membership 
qualification is performed; 

a first determining device determining , in response to the information of the user, 
whether or not a the user is utilizing the first service wh£n the user wants to become a member 
of the second service; and 

a second determining device determining that the user has a membership 
qualification for the second service when the user is utilizing the first service. 

5. (currently amended) The processing system as set forth in claim 4, 

further comprising[[:]] a registering device registering certificate information for a 
service that the user is utilizing^ ; and a 

wherein said receiving pevice r e c ei fring A eeeives identification information of the 
certificate information of the user,_a 

wherein when the identification infotmattotfi corresponds to the registered 
certificate information, said first determining device^btains information about the service that the 
user is utilizing based on the identification information and determines whether or not the user is 
utilizing the first service. / 



6. (currently amended) A processing system, comprising: 

a storing ^device storing a plurality of membership cond i tion conditions of af>-a 
plurality of existing s e n/ i c e services in a membership qualification system ; 

a designating device designating a new membership condition; 
a sirmjlating device comparing the- each membership condition of the existing 
services with the new membership condition , adding information of users who are members of 
an existing serviofe to a member count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old 
membership condition of the existing service, and obtaining new member information about tbe 



3 



ajiumber of users who can become members of a- another service corresponding to the/rfew 
membership condition by counting a number of pieces of information contained in the'member 
count table ; and 

an output device outputting the obta i n e d new member informatibn. 



7. (currently amended) The processing system as set forth iry>taim 6, 

further comprising[[:]] a registering device registering/a plurality of pieces of 
certificate information of the plurality of users who are utilizing the^xisting services, 

wherein said simulating device adds certificate information of the users who are 
th^members of the existing service to the member count ta#le w hen the new membership 
condition satisfies the old membership condition of the eating service, sa i d s i mulating d e v i c e 



counts tbe-a_number of the pieces of certificate information contained in the member count table, 
and obtains the number of users who can become tfje members of the other service 
corresponding to the new membership condition. 



8. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium on which a program for 
a computer is recorded, said program causing the computer to perform: 

receiving from a user a request to present an available membership service for 

the user; 

comparing in response^to the requefst , amoKg a plurality of membership 
conditions of the-aj)lurality of services in a membershigTciualification system , a first membership 
condition of a current service of which a-the userTfas become a member with a second 
membership condition of a- at least one service of which the user has not become a member; 

crrrer 

selecting a- ar/ eligible service of which the user can become a member; and 
presenting information to the user about the eligible service of which the user can 
become a membe r to th e 'us e r . 



9. (currently a/nended) A computer-readable recording medium on which a program for 
a computer is recorded, said program causing the computer to perform: 

receiving information of a user for whom membership gualification is performed; 
determining whether or not a the user is utilizing a first service in a membership 
qualification system when the user wants to become a member of a second service in the 
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membership qualification system based on identification information of the fir>fservice included 
in qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of the secprfcl service; and 

determining that the user has a membership qualifica)k5n for the second service 
when the user is utilizing the first service. 



10. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium on which a program 
for a computer is recorded, said program causing the cjefmputer to perform: 
designating a new membership condition; 
comparing a -each membership condition of aft -a plurality of existing service s in a 
embership qualification system with the new/membership condition; a&4 

adding information of users Who are members of an existing service to a member 
count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old membership condition of the 
existing service; 

obtaining new member information about the-ajiumber of users who can become 
members of a -another service corresponding to tb^Tfew membership condition by counting a 
number of pieces of information/ contained in the memjper count table ; and 

outputting the/ Obta i n e d new membe/< mforhnation. 



11 . (currently arrfended) A processing methcxJf comprising: 

storing ^plurality of membership^cyfTditions of the-a_plurality of services in a 
membership qualification system ; 

flying from a user a reguest to present an available membership service for 

the user; 

Comparing in response to the request , among the plurality of membership 
conditions, a /first membership condition of a current service of which a -the user has become a 
member wifn a second membership condition of a -at least one service of which the user has not 
become ^member and selecting a -an eligible service of which the user can become a member; 
and 

pr e s e nting displaying information about the eligible service of which the user can 
becofne a membe r to th e us e r on a screen. 
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12. (currently amended) A processing method, comprising: 

referencing qualification criterion information for qualifying membership ora%st 
service in a membership qualification system when a user wants to become a memb^of the 
first service; 

receiving information of a user for whom membership qualificatfon is performed; 
determining , in response to the information of the user, whjefher or not the user is 
utilizing a second service in the membership qualification system based on identification 
information of the second service included in the qualification criterion information; aa4 

determining that the user has a membership qualification for the first service 
when the user is utilizing the second service r; and 

displaying a qualification result on a screed 

13. (currently amended) A processing method for simulating relation between a 
membership condition for a service and the-a_nupnber of users, comprising: 

designating a new membership^ondition; 



comparing a -each membership condition 
membership qualification system with the/new member? 



adding information of users who are npempeiyof an existing service to a member 



count table when the new membership condition satis 



- a plurality of existing service s in a 
"condition; and 



an old membership condition of the 



existing service; 

obtaining new me 



iber information of the-a number of users that can become 



members of a -another service ^corresponding to the new membership condition by counting a 
number of pieces of information contained in the member count table; and 
displaying tne new member information on a screen . 



14. (currently amended) A processing system, comprising: 

storing means for storing a plurality of membership conditions of the-a_plurality of 
services in a membership Qualification system ; 

receiving means for receiving from a user a reguest to present an available 
membership service for the user; 

selecting means for comparing, among the plurality of membership conditions, a 
first membership condition of a current service of which a-the user has become a member with a 
second membership condition of a -at least one service of which the user has not become a 
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member in response to the request, and selecting a -an eligible service of which the user cari^ 
become a member; and 

presenting means for presenting information to the user about the eligible service 
of which the user can become a membe r to th e us e r . 

15. (currently amended) A processing system, comprising: 

storing means for storing identification information of a pfst service in a 
membership qualification system as qualification criterion informati^ for qualifying membership 
of a second service in the membership qualification system ; 

a receiving device receiving information of a us^r for whom membership 
ualification is performed; 

first determining means for determining , ipf response to the information of the 
user whether or not a the user is utilizing the first seryice when the user wants to become a 
member of the second service; and 

second determining means for determining that the user has a membership 
qualification for the second service when the user is utilizing the first service. 



16. (currently amended) A processing syst< 
storing means for storing a plurality 
existing service s in a membership Qualification sv; 

designating means for designatin 
simulating meansyfor comparing 




prising: 

bership condition s of a plurality of 



services with the new membership condition , adding information of users who are members of 
an existing service to a member count table wheLthe new membership condition satisfies an old 



membership condition; 
membership condition of the existing 



membership condition of the existing service, and obtaining new member information about the 
a_number of users who can become members of a -another service corresponding to the new 
membership condition t/v counting a number of pieces of information contained in the member 
count table ; and 

outpift means for outputting the obta i n e d new member information. 



17. (currently amended) A propagation signal for propagating a program to a computer, 
said program causing the computer to perform: 

/comparing, among a plurality of membership conditions of the-a_plurality of 
services, a fi/st membership condition of a current service in a membership qualification system 
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of which a user has become a member with a second membership condition of a -at leasfoncP 

service in the membership qualification system of which the user has not become ^^member and 

in response to the request; 

selecting a- an eligible service of which the user can become^ member; and 
presenting information to the user about the eligible service of which the user can 

become a membe r to th e us e r . 



said 



18. (currently amended) A propagation signal for pj^pagating a program to a computer, 
gram causing the computer to perform: 

receiving information of a user for whorft membership gualification is performed; 
determining , in response to the information of the user whether o r not a the user 
is utilizing a first service in a membership Qualification system w hen the user wants to become a 
member of a second service in the member^fiip qualification system based on identification 
information of the first service included Qualification criterion information for qualifying 
membership of the second service; ar 

determining that the^aser has a jrfier^bership qualification for the second service 
when the user is utilizing the first/service. 




19. (currently amended) A propagation^ignal for propagating a program to a computer, 
said program causing the/computer to perfcfm: 

designating a new membership condition; 

comparing a -each membership condition of aft-existing service s in a membership 
qualification system with the new membership condition; aed 

adding information of users who are members of an existing service to a member 
count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old membership condition of the 
existing service; 

obtaining new member information about the-a_number of users who can become 
member^ of a- another service corresponding to the new membership condition by counting a 
number of pieces of information contained in the member count table ; and 
outputting the obtain e d new member information 
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